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ABSTRACT 
The purposes of this research were to study the history and the physical structure, the belief 
and the role of Klong Yao in Nakhon Sawan province, and also to analyze it’s musical rhythm 
by ethnomusicology research methodology. According to the history of Klong Yao, there has 
been sociocultural playing it as musical instrument for people in Nakhon Sawan for 110 years. 
It was formerly played as a traditional folk music by people of Nakhon Sawan in Buddhist 
rituals and auspicious ceremonies, and later in other extended roles. The physical 
characteristics of typical Klong Yao drum body of the Klong Yao drum are made of jack-fruit 
wood covered with bull skin and cord of nylon rope. The slings are made of knitted cloth, 
with 81 cm. of body length, 23 cm. of drum head length, 23 and 24.5 cm. of diameter. The 
drum waist is 28 cm. in circumference, and the diameter of the drum tail is 26 cm. the body 
of Klong Yao was anointed with shellac. The belief in this particular music instrument has 
been influenced by Buddhism, Bramanism, Hinduism and superstition. The role of this music 
instrument has been rooted in Buddhism, tradition, entertainment, education, sports, folk 
performance, vocation, communication signs and personal positions in Nakhon Sawan 
province. The musical rhythm of this music instrument has twelve musical rhythmic patterns. 
They are Neng Bom, Song Bom, Sam Bom, Si Bom, Song Perng, Sam Perng, Rael, Ground, Seng 
Klong Yao, Dern, Ma Yong Klong Yao and Ma Neard. 
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