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ABSTRACT

The objective of the research is to identify the impact of Phra Ruang upon the Thai society
from the Sukhothai period to the Ratanakosin period. Since the research methodology is
documentary research, therefore all documents included oral literature and written literature
as related to Phra Ruang were synthesized academically. These literature are also theses and
independent studies, academic writing and essays as related to Phra Ruang. The results of the
research are twofold, the first one is the basic data of Phra Ruang, and the second one is the
impact of Phra Ruang upon the Thai society from the Sukhothai period to the Ratanakosin
period. In the case of the basic data of Phra Ruang, it appeared that there are many thoughts
concerning the backgrounds and the meanings of the word “Phra Ruang”. In the case of “Who
is Phra Ruang”, it appeared at least three concepts; Phra Ruang was concerned in Thai
monarchy, Phra Ruang was a Thai King, and Phra Ruang was a Thai. In the second result of the
research, it indicated that the concept “the king of wisdom and absolute words is the ideal
king” is the influence of Phra Ruang. The name “Phra Ruang” has the impact upon the name
of places, plants, animals and local resources. Phra Ruang is also the important source of the
unity of the Thai Nation.

Keywords : Phra Ruang / The Impact / Thai society / The Sukhothai period /

The Ratanakosin period.
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