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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1. to study the factors discriminating English proficiency
requirements and 2. to formulate the discriminant functions of English proficiency
requirements of graduate students in Naresuan University. The samples were 277 students
selected by using a convenience selection by Google Docs viaE-mail. The research instrument
was a questionnaire. The validity of instrument was verified by five experts, having ltem
Objective Congruence (I0C) ranging from 0.60-1.00. Chi-Square Analysis and Stepwise
Discriminant Analysis Method were performed to analyze the data.The results showed that

1) The factors discriminating English proficiency requirements showed that the motivation in
English language learning was at a high level but the attitudes toward English and the English
language learning strategies were at a moderate level. Moreover, the graduate students
graduated in English field in 9 percent and graduated in other fields in 91 percent. The
frequency of English proficiency test was 1-7 times in 52 percent and more than 7 times in 48
percent. In addition, the time which graduate students spend to learn English more was 1-30
hours in 50.4 percent and more than 30 hours in 49.6. The expense of English learning was
1-3500 baht in55.9 percent and more than 3500 baht in 44.1 percent. 2) The three factors that
can discriminate the English proficiency requirements were the attitudes toward English, the
field of undergraduate level and the time of studying English. Theresults were as follows: (2.1)
Chi-Square method analysis pointed that factors that can discriminate the English proficiency
requirements were the field of undergraduate level and the time of studying English. Those
two factors were related to passing English statistical level at .05 (2.2) Stepwise Discriminant

Analysis Method pointed that factors that can discriminate the English proficiency
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requirements were the attitudes toward English. Moreover the discriminant functions were

written in raw score and standard score forms as follows:
Raw score Y = -6.853 + 2.004 X1

Standard score  Z, = 1.000 X!
The statistics showed that the discriminant they functions can predict to pass and not
to pass English proficiency requirements of graduate studentgroups at Naresuan University at

60.7 percent and 58 percent respectively and it can predict in overall at 59.35 percent.
Keywords : Discriminant Analysis / English Proficiency Requirements / Graduate Students
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