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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the media exposure behavior, needs of the
community for the community radio in the lower north, evaluate the community radio
operation, factors affecting the successful implementation of community radio and develop
an operational model for the community radio in the lower north. The sample were 400
people, 124 radio personnel from the north, and 25 radio officers from 9 radio stations. The
informants were 50 academicians. The research instruments were a questionnaire and an
interview from. The data were collected through the use of  in-depth interview, focus group
discussion, and workshop. The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation and content analysis. The operational model for the community radio
consisted of 4 factors as follows: 1) For the personnel factor, the radio committee were from a
variety of groups, who were public minded persons. They were willing to work together and
worked based on transparent. They were independent and could communicate with the
people in the community. 2) For the management factor, the radio stations were low-cost
small radio stations. The equipment was easy to use. There was no advertisement. 3) For the
forms of radio program factor, the radio contents were related to the community lifestyle. The
station communicated with the community with the local dialect and the audiences were
opened to give comments. 4) For the community participation factor, the people involved in
the stations by sharing thinking and ideas, supporting work, exchanging learning, acting as co-

owners, and sharing benefit.
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