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ABSTRACT
The study of diversity of local rice varieties in Muang and Sai Ngam Districts, Kamphaeng Phet
Province aimed to study the cultural, traditiond, local knowledge of farmer’s local rice
planting in Muang and Sai Ngam District. The data was collected by using unstructured
interview and in-depth interview with fifteen farmers from Muang and Sai Ngam Districts.
Quantity data was analyzed by content analysis and descriptive analysis methods. It was
found that the farmers had belief and faith in goddess of rice (Mae Phosop). They believed
that Mae Phosop is spiritual commitments in rice and protect the rice growing perfectly. She
also looked after the farmer’s family to live with happiness and prosperous. The traditional
activity regularly held was in three periods of rice growing. The first; rice graining which was
called grain pregnant or the Mae Phosop’s pregnant. The second period, the harvest and kept
into a barn. The last period, the rice mill was preceded for eating. However, there were
different details in each village. For instance, the term “rice commiserates" was used instead
of the rice grains or pregnancy, and the Kwaykgaw was conducted in rice harvest and keeping
in the barn. Saying the name of rice goodness or Mae Posop was in plain words or a poem. All
stuff and food used in the rice comisrates ceremony in each village were similar. The
kwaykgaw ceremony, the village sour food and fruit as a pregnant woman favored such as a
star gooseberry, papaya salad and the others such as a betel nut, betel leaf, rice, taro, potato,
banana and three color dessert, layer sweet cake (Kanom Chan), steamed cup cake and Thai
coconut muchkins. There were some farmers, believed that the rituals should begin in
harvesting, brining pig’s head, liquor (spirits), orange juice, boiled chicken, rice whiskey, taro,
potato, eggs and Incense candles. In the acceptance of kwaykgaw, the villagers usually used in
a religious ceremony such as white and red boiled sweets, sticky rice in bamboo, rice egg on
pot (rice and boiling egg) with the other things. For the ritual of the bringing rice into the barn,
some places used rice egg on pot (rice and boiling egg), Golden shower leaves, Morinda
citrifolia leaves, Desmodium gangeticum DC. sticking on the four corners of the barn. It was

believed that the rice goddess would not disappear.
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