


 

 

   
 

175 

The  10th International Conference on Art and Culture Network 

11-13 march 2020, Kamphaeng Phet Rajabhat University, Thailand 
 

 

 

Thai beliefs and Local Tradition in Golden Rabbit Cave, 

Kamphaeng Phet Province 
 

Weerawan  Jangmo1, Suphachokchai  Nanthasri2,  

Phathooramphai  Praphatsorn3, Pimnara  Banjong4 

and Wanassanan  Nutchanart5 
 

Office of Arts and Culture Rajabhat University Kamphaeng Phet 
1E-mail : weerawan.kkokk@gmail.com, Telephone Number : 080-9829596 

 

Abstract 
 The belief system in Thai society is entirely a relationship that occurs with the 

way of life, living, environment. All societies and cultures in which they live, such as 

beliefs about shaving baby hair beliefs about holding the yellow robes ( monkhood ) of 

parents who wish to get to heaven from ordination of their sons or even after-death 

beliefs such as pouring water after merit in order to give merit to those who want to 

donate to charity. To get beyond that, we also have a belief about human respect, 

especially Asian countries, Thailand, to express the stress of the hospital through 

worship. The elderly or Those who respect themselves, even the worship of the 

supernatural, have supernatural powers that aspire to make a living. These beliefs are 

passed down from generation to generation, just like the people in the community of 

Phran Kratai District. Kamphaeng Phet Province Who have beliefs about tattoos 

worship of the Golden Rabbit Cave goddess? The golden hunter Pran Kratai people 

Believed to be the origin The creator of this scattering community. Although time and 

scientific progress are involved in our lives. The love, faith of the people towards the 

father hunter is still visible today. 
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Introduction 
Inheritance of local traditions, Chao Por Shrine, Golden Rabbit Cave Phran 

Kratai District Kamphaeng Phet Province It is a tradition that is created from the belief 

and faith and remembers what the hunter or Phran Kratai's father had started to build 

the community up. In the atmosphere of the tradition, the smell of incense, candles, 

light colors that show belief (incense, candles), light (to celebrate) both the dress and 

food and beverages at the event Including telling the story of Phran Kratai District 

Moreover There are also activities for participants to enjoy each other much more, be it 

folk. The local food fair, which is unique to Phran Kratai District (Anon Aphichattrakul, 

2019, Online)   
 

Beliefs and Thai Society 
 Belief is accepting whether something is true or which we trust. Truth or trust 

that is a form of belief. It does not have to be any logical or scientific truth. Those who 

believe in the auspicious time will be considered the date and time that the orbits of the 

stars will affect humans. People who believe in talismans will have a firm belief that A 

talisman allows them to blame him truly. Examples of beliefs include superstition, 
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astrology, superstitions, spells, nymphs, nymphs, mystic power, and holy thing Miracle 

power. (Kamonchanok Chan Daeng et al., 2019, online) 

 For the context of Thai society, there are various beliefs. Which is the source of 

beliefs and rituals according to tradition. Different customs and practices can be divided 

into groups of beliefs as follows ( ___, 2011, online ). 

1. Buddhism beliefs: Since Thai people have been respecting Buddhism since 

their ancestors, they believe in focusing on the Buddha's teachings; 

A) Beliefs about the law of action Who has committed any deeds The retribution 

will follow. It is believed that Doing goodwill naturally be good. Evil No one can avoid 

it. 

B) Beliefs about death and reincarnation of all animals in the world naturally 

circulate the consequences of their karma. Is a belief based on the Buddhist doctrine;  

C) Beliefs about the laws of nature; 

D) Beliefs about heaven and hell. 

2. Beliefs about science Is a belief in supernatural mysteries. It cannot be proven 

for scientific reasons. It can be divided into two parts, namely belief in magic such as 

spells such as magic characters or characters that are bound to text. By believing that 

these things, There is a hidden power hidden when used as required, such as to commit 

sutra, blow, or pray. Believe that Holy or magical Currently, this type of belief has 

diminished. With technological advancements being replaced, Beliefs about talismans 

are a belief in things that occur naturally. Not something that humans invented by the 

belief that those amulets Can prevent the danger of being stabbed, teeth. Examples of 

these amulets include steel fangs, tigers. 

3. Beliefs about sacred things This type of belief is a belief that has been with 

the Thai society since the past, most of which we can see from the Buddha statues 

Shaped like a respected monk Monk Including shrines, grandparents, city pillar shrines, 

godfather shrines, goddess shrines. These types of beliefs still appear in Thai society. 

From past to present. 

4. Beliefs about nymphs Mysterious things that cannot be seen Some Thai 

people still believe that the demon some supernatural powers and powers can harm 

anyone or even blame them, even though these are not scientific proof. However, 

beliefs about nymphs still appear today. 

5. Belief in astrology refers to belief in predictions based on astronomy. This 

belief appeared in all classes of Thai society until today, and astrology has opened. 

Teaching Official and can rely on a professional 's. 

Ivan key at Mano Thok said the belief that faith was recognized arising in the 

consciousness of human power over nature. That is good or bad for that human being 

Or that human society. Even though those supernatural powers Unable to prove that it 

was true But humans in one society accept and respect and fear these things. Therefore, 

belief has a very wide scope. Not only does it mean a belief in spirits or ghosts, but also 

to believe in black magic, superstitions, occultism, in addition to the natural 

phenomenon of human respect as a tree (oak tree banyan tree) forest, a tree (lily. 

Chanok Chan Daeng and Faculty, 2019, online). 

 

Sequence, concepts, and history of beliefs 

The human belief has evolved in the following sequence. 

1. Belief in nature The lowest level of human belief is belief in nature because 

when humans were born The first thing that humans see, and experience before 



 

 

   
 

 

177 

The  10th International Conference on Art and Culture Network 

11-13 march 2020, Kamphaeng Phet Rajabhat University, Thailand 
 

 

anything else is The nature around humans and all of those nature, such as darkness, 

brightness, cold, heat, sun, moon, stars, rivers, streams, trees, thunder, lightning, 

earthquakes, volcanic eruptions The situation arose man is believed to have existed 

naturally. It has special powers and can cause people and blame for themselves, so 

humans fear and worship nature. Therefore, respecting nature is the first step of human 

beliefs. 

2. Belief in Nymph This belief is the second level of belief in evolution that 

occurs with the development of the surrounding. In the beginning, humans might 

wonder what darkness, light, heat, cold, sun, moon, sky, rivers, even mountains, and 

large trees. How did it happen? It is a starting point that can be predicted that the demon 

may be able to cause various variances. In those natures, and has resulted in happiness 

and suffering for humans. For this reason, humans created angels Human or half-

human, half-human animals such as the Phra Chao Mae Yang boat various satyr. A 

sacrifice for these nature based on the idea that there is something Resides and has the 

power that can inspire Such things are called "Wraiths or spirits". Wraiths have the 

power to bring suffering. May be evil or Sprite one With a bad (evil) heart.  Wraith has 

the power to bring happiness. It may be one of the types of devotional spirits that exist 

in that nature. May be further divided into three sequences of human thought evolution 

as follows. 

2.1 Begin with each nature first Then stretched out to reach all nature in the 

world, believing that all things in the world possessed spirits. 

2.2 believe that those spirits have power May bring goodness, evil, happiness, 

and suffering to humans according to the kindness that exists and Those spirits have to 

be in shape. However, it cannot be seen. 

2.3 Beliefs created from one's thoughts The image that he respected is called 

"God or god or deity", which occurred since that time. This belief is the root cause. One 

of the religions of the ancient philosophers called this "spirit or spirit". 

3. Belief in ancestral spirits belief in ancestral spirits are believed to mothers, 

fathers, grandparents, and grandparents who died on the souls of those people did not 

go anywhere, but remain so. 

4. Belief in many gods The idea of human development from idea to creating a god by 

the ideology of their own, with the idea that nature, one should look into one and gods 

with high power, the low differential should be shaped like one. Some groups believe 

that the sun is the supreme god, some of the game 's sky god is great. Some believe 

that the moon is the highest god, which is the beginning of each god. Have different 

powers and duties (Kamonchanok Chan Daeng et al., 2019, online). 

 

History of Father Hunter 

Phran Kratai is a district in Kamphaeng Phet Province. Phran Kratai District is 

located to the north of the province. Has been a district since the reign of Rama 5 of 

Rattanakosin It was established as a district in the year 1895 as a part of the 

administration of Kamphaeng Phet province. The name " Phran Kratai " has a history 

from the legend recounted from generation to generation that Around the year 1420, 

the city of Pran Kratai is part of the city of Bang Phan. 

Furthermore, with a great Buddhist being the King, The town is located away 

from the district is to the south, about 15 kilometers. During the days that flourished, it 

is located in the plains river, the big flow coming from province to the province of 

Kamphaeng Phet routes, such as routes that. Bustling and fertile when it is abundant 
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The houses of the inhabitants along the river, the two sides today we can see the ruins 

of the game for the ancient old and dilapidated along the waterfront, such as Wat Ban 

Wang wooden tray and home remember Champa, the symbol of the highest growth is 

creating a footprint—modeled bronze at Khao Nang Thong. " Nang Thong " is the name 

that was brought from the wife of Phra Ruang, besides the water flow through 

Sukhothai To Phran Kratai District Kamphaeng Phet province, then there is still a road 

used to travel from Sukhothai through Phran Kratai District until reaching Kamphaeng 

Phet Province. In those days it was called " Phra Ruang Road ". 

It is said that during the year 1800, Phra Ruang occupied Sukhothai and had the 

policy to expand its territory. To be spacious and stable Therefore decided to build an 

outpost. Therefore ordered the hunters to walk the forest to explore the trails and 

Chaiyaphum with good characteristics suitable for constructing a frontier town. The 

Huntsman spread out to explore various routes. Until one of the hunters of Phra Ruang 

came to an area (the current Phran Kratai District), Found a yellow-haired wild rabbit 

shining brightly like gold, very beautiful That hunter went back and prostrated. Paying 

obeisance to the King for permission from Ruang to return to catch that golden fur 

rabbit Presented as a tribute to the queen of Phra Ruang When respectfully asking the 

King's permission already. The hunter then returned to capture the forest in the area 

where the rabbit was found. The hunter made every effort to trap that rabbit many times, 

but the rabbit was able to escape every time. With the endeavor to catch the rabbit hair 

blond for a tribute unto the defendants for the color of Prarewg to the Huntsman 

persuade fellow hunters together to help catch the rabbit, over time, a group of hunters 

could not. To catch that rabbit The hunters then evacuated the brothers. Children and 

groups of friends to create a more permanent home, hoping to catch a rabbit fur woven 

in such a get well once Rabbit blond hair, then fled into the cave, which is a small cave. 

The young hunters were unable to follow through the cave, even trying to get into it, he 

could not be found. The hunter set up a house in front of that cave to guard the rabbit, 

hoping to catch that golden fur rabbit when the rabbit came out of the cave. From that 

time onwards, the village of Huntsman grew into a large community. The villagers of 

that time called the community " Ban Pran Kratai " and later became the name of the 

district. 

 
Figure 1 a model of a hunter who traps the rabbit  

(Source: Weerawan Chaengmoh and Others, 2019) 
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In the cave Rabbit blond hair escaping into which the locals call the cave, the " 

Cave of the Golden Rabbit " has been newly renovated to make it a symbol of the local 

Besides, the public can see its importance. Golden Rabbit Cave Therefore helped to 

look after the sacred place for the village as part of the slogan of Phran Kratai District 

that; 

" Identity of the dialect Phan City Marble 

Legend of the Golden Rabbit Pickled mushrooms in good taste " 

There was evidence of Prague rules about the origin of the Scout community 

from the records of King Rama VI when he was still alive. The Crown Prince of Rama 

5 came to Phran Kratai on January 19, 1607, and said that Phran Kratai said, "Arriving 

at the house of Pran Kratai, noon At this house of Pran Kratai, there are dense houses. 

A fence bounds every house. Noticed that Ban Chong Dee Clean, tidy Therefore 

understand that the people This area will be abundant. Observe the manner and manner 

Which makes us understand that it will be an ancient city. " From the above words, we 

know that Screaming as a crowd that has been around for a long time (Santi Abhaaraj, 

2019). 

 
Figure 2 Sacrificial ceremony of Chao Por Thong Rabbit Cave  

(Satya Chan Daeng, 2019, online) 

 

 
Figure 3 Rabbit Dance with Godfather Tham Rabbit Cave  

(Satya Chan Daeng, 2019, online) 
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From the assumption and information about the origins of the Phran Kratai 

community, The local hunters have set an event to celebrate the Phran Kratai annually 

by the annual event, local traditions, Chao Por Cave, Rabbit Thong Cave. Of the people 

of Phran Kratai District, Kamphaeng Phet province Is a tradition event that occurs from 

the collaboration of Local people in remembrance of Father Hunter The compiler and 

founder of the Kra-Krai community since Phra Ruang Chao period. The current district 

Phran Kratai a vast and growing community with economic value. The villagers 

continue to organize regular prayer. Nee local shrine cave rabbits for the entire three 

days at 4 to 6, the details of the job each day (Sittichoksiri Pa Ingalls, 2562 ), but before 

the traditional local shrine cave rabbits gold. During May of that year, there will be a 

ritual sacrifice to the rabbit god of Tham Thong during January before, in order to 

enhance the prosperity of the people who attend the event and to dedicate merit to Pho 

Krathong Thong arranging sacrificial ceremonies Each year, there will be events both 

morning and evening. Moreover, there are local customs and shrines The Golden Rabbit 

Cave godfather during May. 

 
Figure 4 Worshiping Ceremony for Wai Khru Phor, Rabbit Gold Cave in Morning  

(Satya Chandang, 256 2, Online) 

 

 
Figure 5 The Pho Hun Tham Thong Rabbit Parade procession  

(Satya Chandaeng, 2019, online) 
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Figure 6 Preparing the traditional festival at Chao Por Tham Bun Thong  

(Satya Chandang, 2019, online) 

 

 
Figure 7 Preparation of the cultural fair in the tradition of Chao Thong Cave Cave  

(Satya Chandang, 2019, online) 

 

From organizing local traditions, the Chao Por Tham Thong Tham Shrine of the 

people of Pran Kratai District, the author reminds them back to the beliefs and sacred 

things that exist in Thai society. With many forms, One form that Thai people tend to 

like is Sculpting sacred objects or important people in order to remember or pay homage 

to various occasions. Although sacred objects appear in the beliefs of Thai people in 

many forms such as beliefs about lions or dragons, Chinese sacred objects Indian god's 

beliefs Or statues according to the beliefs of Thai people These beliefs or sacred things 

are all related to the culture and living of people in each locality as well. Able to show 

the respect of worshiping and lighting incense Examples of creating statues to 

commemorate important people in order to commemorate or pay respect include the 

presence of a statue of King Rama 2 in Chulalongkorn University, paying homage to 

Father Pu Chan Shrine in Mahidol University. The belief in the statue of Kruba 

Srivichai Chiang Mai Province The construction of statues to worship important people, 

not even in Kamphaeng Phet province which was observed from the statue of King 

Rama 5, Amphoe Kamphaeng Phet Province The father scorpion statue Phran Kratai 

District. 

For example, the sculpture of important people in Thailand, including 

1. King Ramkhamhaeng (Sukhothai period) 

2. Somdej Phra Naresuan (Ayutthaya period) 

3. King Narai (Ayutthaya period) 

4. King Taksin (Thonburi period) 

5. King Phra Buddha Yotfa, Chulalongkorn (Rama 1 of Rattanakosin) 

6. King Mongkut's King (Rama 4 of Rattanakosin) 
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7. King Chulalongkorn (Rama 5 of Rattanakosin), all of whom have made great 

contributions to the nation.                         

In addition to these people, There are still statues of important people such as 

Kruba Srivichai, The most prestigious monks in the north of the country Three Kings 

Monument The monuments in the center of Chiang Mai are Phaya Mangrai, Phaya 

Ngam, Muang, and Phaya Khlao, also known as King Ramkhamhaeng. The reigning 

King of Sukhothai In the 13th century and the prototype of the concept of the 

benevolent monarch in Thai history From the north to the central, the monuments 

reflect the importance of ordinary people but do what is praised and deserved to be 

remembered is Victory Monument The Victory Monument was built to uphold the 

heroism of soldiers, police, and civilians who died in a dispute between Thailand and 

France. Regarding the improvement of Thai borders with French Indochina In that time, 

59 people were killed, military, police, and civilians ( Springs News, 2019 ). 

Phran Kratai, the founder of the Phran Kratai community Phran Kratai District, 

is the same. The father of the hunter is that important and has worked together to build 

a sculpture for the hunter. He was showing respect and loved remembering the gratitude 

that he had gathered people to this place until this place became a community thriving 

until now. 
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