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Introduction

Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park is located in the Muang district on the east
bank of the Ping River. The area is approximately 3.4 square kilometers, divided into
2 districts which are within the city walls with an area of 503 rai and the area outside
the city walls, also known as Aranyik District, with an area of 1,611 rai. Located on a
small gravel hill. Both groups of historical sites are located in the area of Kamphaeng
Phet Province, approximately 358 kilometers north of Bangkok. The Fine Arts
Department has set the boundaries of the ancient Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park for
approximately 2,114 rai (Archaeological Division, m.p.p).

The Fine Arts Department has protected the ancient city of Kamphaeng Phet
and Muang Nakhon Chum by announcing the registration as a national historic site in
2478 and 2480 B.E. Later announced the registration of the scope again in the year
2511 B.E. As for the excavation, decoration, restoration, and development of the
ancient sites, the first operation was started in 2508 until 2525 B.E. The Fine Arts
Department has put in place to renovate the ancient sites Kamphaeng Phet in the 5th
National Economic and Social Development Plan (2525 — 2529 B.E.) By name of the
Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park Project. Focus on conservation and development of
archaeological sites, both within the city area of 503 rai and Aranyik area of 1,611 rai.
To prevent damage or depreciation. Develop historic sites and areas to become a
cultural heritage site. Resulting in pride in the history of the nation. The Fine Arts
Department officially opened the Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park on Thursday 18
April 2524 B.E., by HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn pleased Became the
president.

The ancient Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park is a unique and remarkable
architecture. Both in the use of laterite material as a building material. The art form is
authentic and authentic, showing the skills and beliefs of past ancestors. As well as
archaeological sites in the dense forest, which remains the atmosphere of the Aranyavati
Buddhist temples as in the past. ( Kamphaeng Phet Provincial Administrative
Organization, m.p.p.)

On December 12, 2534 B.E., "Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park" was declared
a "World Heritage"together with Sukhothai Historical Park and Si Satchanalai Historical
Park. From the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) under the name " Sukhothai Town and Associated Historic Towns". Almost
all the archaeological sites in Kamphaeng Phet are Theravada Buddhism. Which is no
older than the 19th century Buddhist era or the period of Phra Maha Thammaracha Lyti.
Buddhism in those days had monks on both sides, namely Kamvasee parties or temples
in the city and Aranyavati or those outside the city. The objective of this article is to
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study 1) History of the World Heritage City of Kamphaeng Phet 2) Identity of ancient
buildings and materials 3) World heritage sites in Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park.

History of Kamphaeng Phet World Heritage City

Kamphaeng Phet province is the location of the old town that has been evidenced
in Thai history for at least 700 years. It used to be an old town that has been historically
important and prospered since the Dvaravati period. It is the location of many ancient
cities such as Chakung Rao, Nakorn Chum, Tri Trung, Thep Nakorn, and Kathi. In
addition, the city of Kamphaeng Phet is also the second city that King Taksin Maharaj
has occupied the city with the title of "Phraya Wachiraprakarn". Later in the year 1916, the
city changed to Kamphaeng Phet province (Kaipong, 2011). According to history,
Kamphaeng Phet is the outpost city of Sukhothai, having the status of Luk Luang.
Formerly known as "Chagangraw city". and there are many towns surrounded, such as
Trai Trung, Thep Nakorn, etc. Since Kamphaeng Phet has always been a battle frontier in
the past, it is a strategic city with evidence showing that it is a city of many historical
significance, such as City wall, moat, fortress, ancient temple. There is evidence to
speculate that it used to be the location of two cities. Somdej Krom Phraya Damrong
Rajanupab explains that a city is located on the west side. There is a Buddha that is
understood to be the original city called " Chakungrao". King Le Tai, the 4th king of
the Sukhothai dynasty, was built around 1890. Later, another city was built. Also on
the west side. This city appears on the inscription of Maha Dharmraithai. The 5th king
of the Sukhothai dynasty built a new city, Nakhon Chum. It is a city that has many
temples. It was built in Sukhothai period as many temples. Later, an island occurred
in the middle of the city, the city changed the water way to the west. Made Mueang
Nakhon Chum into Don. Therefore moved to build a new city on the east side opposite.
This newly built city with strong fortresses against enemies with both old and new rivers
as a moat, probably seen as a stable Khan Dam, therefore named Kamphaeng Phet.

When the power of Sukhothai began to deteriorate. King U Thong could set up
Ayutthaya as the main southern city. When the reign of Somdej Phra Barom Rajatiraj
the 1st (Plow), the 3rd reign of Ayutthaya. He can mobilize to attack Sukhothai. From
this war, the administrative divisions of Sukhothai were divided into 2 territories:
Chagangrao (Kamphaeng Phet), Rahang (Tak) and Phra Bang (Nakhon Sawan). The
city on the Ping River is divided into one area and Sukhothai, Songh Kwai
Sawankhalok, Phichit, another city on the Yom and Nan rivers. In both districts, there
is a city of Ratchathani ruling a small town in their area. For the Ping River, it included
the city of Chakungrao and Muang Chum Yok as the capital city of the Ping River
Basin in this area. By please, Phraya Yuthitthiraj adopted son is the ruler of the city. As
for the Yom and Nan rivers, the city of Phitsanulok is a royal capital. There isa Phra
Jaw Sai Lue Thai or Phra Maha Tammaracha the 3rd as the ruler of the city. During the
time of the war with Burma, Kamphaeng Phet played a role in many wars. It is the
location of the war against Burma, including receiving shelter and preparing food.
Sometimes Burmese are powerful, they have to evacuate to Ayutthaya. It used to be
captured by Burma many times and always destroyed. It is the city that King Taksin
held his last rank before ascending to the throne in Thonburi as Phraya Wachiraprakarn,
the governor.

Kamphaeng Phet is located on the east bank of the Ping River and is the location
of Kamphaeng Phet Province. The city is similar to a trapezoid, which runs parallel
to the river. The length of the northern city wall is approximately 2,400 meters,

238



The 10™ International Conference on Art and Culture Network

11-13 march 2020, Kamphaeng Phet Rajabhat University, Thailand

the southern side is about 2,160 meters, the width of the east side is about 540 meters
and the width of the west side is about 220 meters. The city wall was built of laterite,
laying a rampart on the top, forming a parapet. There are around 10 city gates. The city
walls also have strong fortifications, both at the corners of the city and in the corners of
the city walls. There is also a square fort located in front of the city gate. Next to the
laterite wall is a moat about 30 meters wide. From the city of Kamphaeng Phet located
on the bank of the Ping River. It has founded that there was an evidence of irrigation
from the Ping River to bring water into the moat around the corner of the city. When
the overflowing moat is needed, it will be discharged at the end of the city into the
natural canal (Kamphaeng Phet Provincial Administrative Organization, m.p.p) Within
the city and outside the city of Kamphaeng Phet there are many large and small remains.
Almost all are religious places in the Ceylonese Theravada Buddhism. In the city center
there is Wat Phra Kaew. And Wat Phra That are the center. It is a feature of the Luang
temple which has a dedicated area of the Buddhist shrine without monks. On the north
side of Wat Phra Kaew is an area known as the Mon Round Pool. (Believed to be the
ancient palace area) and the shrine of Shiva shrine, which was built during the
Ayutthaya period.

In the north, there are about 40 large and small ancient temples built on a small
gravel hill, is classified as the Aranyik district of Kamphaeng Phet. Important historic
sites are Phra Non Temple, Pa Mued Temple, Phra Si Iriyabot Temple, Khong Chai
Temple, Nak Chet Sian Temple, Singh Temple, Kamphaeng Ngam Temple, Tao Mor
Temple, Chang Rob Temple and Wat A-Wart Yai Temple. The Aranyik District Ruins
is a unique architectural work of Kamphaeng Phet. With archaeological sites built in
dense groups in the same contact area. The archaeological site is large and magnificent,
using laterite as the main material for its construction and the artistic beauty of the
artisan of Kamphaeng Phet.

The west bank of the Ping River or opposite the Kamphaeng Phet town is
another ancient city called Nakhon Chum. The city features a rectangular shape at the
mouth of Suan Mak Canal. The city wall is a three-story ridge. Which is currently being
substantially destroyed, including the erosion of the Ping River and the expansion of
the current community.

The archaeological site of Nakhon Chum is located outside the city on the south,
about 500 meters from the city wall. There is a group of temples in Aranyik district of
Nakhon Chum city Important temples include Wat Chedi Klang Thung, Nong Phikun
Temple, Sum Ko Temple and Nong Lanka Temple. In addition to archaeological
evidence, many legends and chronicles have appeared in communities in the Ping River
Basin region, such as the legendary Singha Watthan Kumarn said that King Chaisiri
escaped the enemy from the northern city to set up a new city named Kamphaeng Phet
during the 16th century. (Ocean Smile Tour, m.p.p.) From archeological evidence as
well as legendary stories, it is learned that there were settlers in the area of the Ping
River in Kamphaeng Phet Province before the Sukhothai period. But the development
of a large Kamphaeng Phet community is still unclear. From many inscriptions of the
Sukhothai period, including many architectural styles and sculptures, it was known that
Kamphaeng Phet and Nakhon Chum was subdistrict during the Sukhothai period,
around the end of the 19th century, or after the reign of King Ramkhamhaeng. In the
initial phase, Nakhon Chum city will have more roles and importance than Kamphaeng
Phet. As evidenced in the 3rd stone inscription (Nakhon Chum inscription). Mentioning
Phra Maha Dharmraja Lithai was establishing Phra Sri Rattana Mahathat in the city of
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Nakhon Chum. As well as planting the Sri Mahapho tree, which was obtained from the
continent of Lanka 1900 B.E. Later moved the city to Kamphaeng Phet, which may be
due to the political reasons and Ayutthaya extended political power to the north region.
The city of Nakhon Chum is strategically located or may be due to the problem of the
Ping River eroding the banks. As well as flooding from the mountains in the west. The
water always flooded the Suan Mak Canal and the low-lying town.

The city of Kamphaeng Phet on the east bank of the Ping River probably plays
an important role as a political center in the Ping River region. At the same time,
religion and fine arts flourished in tandem with the political power and government.
The legendary story that relates to the Emerald Buddha and the two sacred Buddha
images for a period of the Ayutthaya period. Kamphaeng Phet is one of the city of
Ayutthaya in the northern districts. It still had an important role as an outpost that has
to wait for war from the Burma Army all the time. Mueang Kamphaeng Phet probably
reduced its role and was eventually abandoned when Ayutthaya was given to Myanmar
for the second time in 1767 B.E.

From the history and the city of Kamphaeng Phet, the connection between
Sukhothai and Ayutthaya region. It was able to contact the northern Lanna country
town easily. The archaeological evidence found at Kamphaeng Phet shows the
characteristics of the three territories. It was shown by the local art which was unique
to Kamphaeng Phet.

Identity of ancient building materials

Ruins of Kamphaeng Phet Province using all laterite. Laterite or Mae-Rang as
is material by nature. It looks like a reddish-orange stone or dark brown and porous.
It is an important material in construction in the past because it is soft and has some
hardness.

Laterite is a material that has undergone a long process of decay. With general
porous characteristics with rust-proof steel or brick colours. The chemical component
of laterite is oxide of iron or aluminium. Which may contain quartz and kaolinite.
As for alkaline and silicate elements, there are very few. If there are enough iron
compounds, it may be used as a smelting material. Or if there is enough aluminum
compound, it may be able to smel the aluminum metal as well.

Laterite can occur in hot, humid climates. It rains a lot but long drought too.
In the rainy season, groundwater is high. Causing to flood the upper part of the soil layer
(Which later became the laterite). Meanwhile, rainwater will dissolve the aluminum
oxide compound. When it comes to drought, the groundwater is lowering, bringing
aluminum compounds down to a low level.

For a long time ,there are more iron oxide compounds and are often grouped
together. Resulting in an empty hole, a way for groundwater to seep up and down more
easily. And quickly rinses out the aluminum oxide compound, making the laterite
distinctive in its porous nature. And the texture is iron oxide compound more than
aluminum oxide. In Thailand, there are 2 types of laterite which are ( Geological
Dictionary Royal Institute, 2001)

1. The type that connects tightly fastened to a continuous sheet in large numbers,
called "laterite" or "Mae Rang", popularly cut into bricks like a brick to build a wall
covering the path.
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2. The type that loosen together and crumbly called "gravel". It is commonly
used to compress the road surface because when compacted and receiving moisture
from the water, it will hold tightly better than normal soil or sand.

Applying laterite is a simple process. When turning the top to the laterite to find
the ground is not hard. Use an ax or steel to extract or crowbar to slit and break out into
large square sticks. But once lifted up, must quickly trim to fit the desired shape as
quickly because if left for a long time, it will be stronger than before. After finishing
the picture, leave it for about 1 month, it will be very hard, can be used to build like a
brick. This laterite can be found in most Sukhothai historical sites. But it can be found
in other archaeological sites such as Chiang Saen, Chiang Mai, Kamphaeng Phet, as in
Picture 1
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Picture 1 Laterite and laterite ponds

World heritage city In the Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park

Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park is divided into 2 parts, because Buddhism at
that time had two groups of monks, the Khamvasee or the temples in the city and the
Aranvasi or those outside the city. Some sources divide the ancient city into fields. Due
to the original Kamphaeng Phet city wall, it looks like a ridge and a 3-story moat. Later,
the city wall was developed into a laterite wall with Cherng-Tern, Bai-sema and
fortresss around. The inner wall is still showing signs. Beside the north side, believed
that the laterite wall created during the reign of Somdet Phra Barom Trilokkanat (1911
—2031 B.E.) by dividing the historic area into

1. Archaeological site within the city wall founded total of 20 important
archaeological sites, including

1.1 Wat Phra Kaew is the largest royal temple. Located in the center of the city,
as well as Wat Mahathat in Sukhothai and Wat Phra Si Sanphet, Ayutthaya. It is a
temple that has only a Buddhist area, no monks. The structure of the temple is arranged
in a long line along the east-west axis parallel to the south city wall. The temple wall is
a circular laterite, about a meter high. The remnants of the temple are oblong parallel
to Kamphaeng Phet. The temple wall was broken in stages. The internal construction
mostly used laterite. The front end of the temple is a large royal base. On the base there
is also a laterite stirrup Buddha statue. In the center of the temple is a large Ceylon
circular chedi chaired by the president, square base. At the base of the booth is the arch
surrounding the lion standing in the booth. The temple houses three stucco statues. And
at the end is a bell-shaped chedi decorated with stucco elephants at the base. Ancient
legend documents mention the Emerald Buddha and Buddha Sihing previously
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enshrined in the city of Kamphaeng Phet, which should be enshrined at this temple.
Wat Phra Kaew, after digging and decorating, found 35 different pagoda, 8 large and
small temples, 3 church bases that have been listed as large and important temples.
Nowadays, the Royal Music Festival and the Thai Sart Kluai Khai Festival in
Kamphaeng Phet are held in this area of Wat Phra Kaew, as shown in Picture 2
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Picture 2 Phra KaeTe;anIe

12 Wat Phra That It is a large temple after Wat Phra Kaew, located on the front
or east of Wat Phra Kaew. The main chedi in the temple is a round or bell-shaped pagoda
made of brick. The pagoda is located on an octagonal base that is overlapped by many
layers. The bell is quite small, a unique feature of Kamphaeng Phet.

In front of the main chedi is the laterite sanctuary and there are chedi at the front
corner, beside each chapel, as in the picture 3.

Picture 3 Wat Phra That

1.3 Shiva Shrine. It is the only Hindu temple in Kamphaeng Phet. Only the base
of the building is made of laterite. It was originally enshrined a bronze Shiva idol which
had the inscription at the base that Chao Phraya Sri Thamma Sokraj built this statue in
2053 B.E. Coincided with the time of Somdej Pra Rama Tibadi the 2" of Ayutthaya.
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The inscription also mentions the repair of roads, canals, and the repair of relics, both
in the city and outside the city, as picture 4

Picture 4 Shiva Shrine

2. Archaeological sites outside the city walls, generally known as " Aranyik
District". Located outside the north city wall with an area of approximately 1,611 rali,
located on a small gravel hill Surveyed 37 archaeological finds, important sites are

2.1 Wat Pa Mued Nok. Age around the 20th-21 Buddhist era (1901-2100 B.E.)
The temple plan is a rectangular shape facing northeast. The temple wall is made of
laterite. The important structure is the temple built of laterite. The Buddha statue on the
base of the Chukhi is in the original laterite stirrups. The outside surface shows various
details of the Buddha image. Techniques for creating Buddha images are found
throughout Kamphaeng Phet. Behind the temple is a bell-shaped president pagoda on
an octagonal base, as in image 5

Picture 5 Par Mued Nok Temple
2.2 Phra Non Temple. It is a large temple located outside the northern city or
area called Aranyik. The buildings inside the temple use almost all laterite stone, aged
around 20-21 Buddhist century. (1901-2100 B.E.) The plan of the temple is a
rectangular shape facing east with the laterite temple wall. In front of the temple has a
pond, bathroom and resting pavilion. The temple is divided into 2 parts, which are
Buddhawat and Sangkhawat with a laterite wall. Important buildings in the
Buddhasawat district consist of the Ubosot, Vihara, a large bell-shaped chedi and the
Buddha image enshrined. Sangkas District is situated on the north side of Buddhasawat
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District. It is a residential area of the monk, with a cloister, pavilion, pond and toilet,
and found the battlements with slate carved etch pattern. Currently on display at the
Kamphaeng Phet National Museum. This reclining Buddha temple has 8 large laterite
bars, which can be considered the largest laterite bar in the world, as in picture 6

. o

Picture 6 Phra Non Temple

2.3 Phra Si Iriyabod Temple. Also known as Wat Phra Yuen, aged around 20-
21 Buddhist century (1901-2100 B.E.) This temple has a pond and a shower in front of
the temple as well as Phra Non Temple. The temple wall is surrounded by laterite 4
sides. Important buildings in the area of Buddhaswat include a temple with recessed
bases on both the front - back. Located on a large support base called the Piety base. In
front of the base of Piety, there is an optical platform which seems to be a lion. And the
rectum on Chukchi base. Inside the temple is a large sitting Buddha statue. Behind the
temple, there is a stairway to contact with the Phra See Iriyabod Buddha statue, acting
as the main chedi of the temple. Surrounding the lower wall of the mandapa, only the
base has 2 doors and 29 meters wide at the back of the mandapa. The appearance as
Jaturamuk style and enshrined Buddha images differently on each side: walking, sitting,
standing and lying. Currently, there is a large standing Buddha on the south side. His
face was a feature of the Sukhothai art of Kamphaeng Phet, which is rare to see. Wide
forehead and square chin as picture 7

Picture 7 Phra Si Iriyabod Temple
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2.4 Wat Chang Rop. This ancient place is about 20-21 century (1901-2100 BC),
located on the highest peak of the Aranyik district. The main attraction of this temple
is a large circular bell-shaped chedi with a square base of 31 meters high, each decorated
with 68 stucco-shaped elephants projecting only half of the rope. The elephant
destroyed the stucco at the base of the mane and thighs between each rope decorated
with high relief stucco designs. Between the elephants, each rope has images of statues
of Buddhist flora such as Bodhi trees and Sala trees. There are stairs on four sides. At
the foot of each stairway was decorated with a lion and a stucco. At the top base corner,
there are 4 small stupas. The top pagoda is a circular, octagonal base, which has found
evidence of stucco designs telling the story of Buddha's history, and decorated with
angels, kinnon, kinnaree and swans. The front of the main pagoda has a large temple
base. In front of the temple is a large laterite pond that was dug up for construction.
This archaeological site has a small chapel located at the eastern corner of the northern
porch, as in image 8

Picture 8 Wat Chang Rop

2.5 A Wass Yai Temple. It is a huge temple built with pagodas and vihara on
the road to Phran Kratai District 3 kilometers away from the lamp door. The temple
wall is laterite in the middle of the temple with the base of the Chedi. Large octagon,
16 meters wide on each side. In front of Wat A-Was Yai, along the road, there is a large
square pond dug into the laterite ground, 9 meters wide, 17 meters long, 7-8 meters
deep, known as "Sam San ponds". In front of the main chedi in the north, there is also
a large laterite pond. In addition, there are 10 large and small temples, 9 pagoda bases
as in the pictures 9 and 10

e
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2.6 Singh Temple. This ancient place was aged around 20-21 century. (1901-
2100 B.E.) Facing east. The wall was made of laterite, with rectangular bars lined up
together. In front of the temple is a laterite pavilion. Important buildings in the temple
consist of the Ubosot, which was originally a Viharn, but was converted into Ubosot.
Later located on another large Piety base. The platform in front of the Piety base has a
stucco lion image, Silaeng axis and a guardian decorated behind the chapel. The main
chedi has four arches in every direction. As for the Sangkhawat District or the monastic
residence is at the south side of the Buddhasawat district with a pavilion base, a cloister
base, and a pond, as in image 11

TR

Picture 11 Wat Sing.

2.7 Khong Chai Temple. This Boran was aged around 20-21 century (1901 -
2100 B.E). The Khong Chai Temple has only two laterite walls, one in the west and
one in the south, with only some parts left. It consists of a 9-room chapel located on a
high base from other temples in Aranyik. The front porch of the sanctuary was
decorated with Sangkhalok, which found many pieces from excavation. The main chedi
stands behind the sanctuary. It is a bell shaped pagoda on an octagonal base, stacked in
multiple layers. The monastic resting area consists of a cloister, a sala, a pond, a shower
and a toilet, as in image 12
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Picture 12 Khong Chai Temple

There are also important places in the historical Kamphaeng Phet museum, in
addition to archaeological sites such as planted trees. Thursday, April 18, 1981. HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Siam Graciously was officially the president to open
Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park. Graciously planted a tree at the entrance in front of
Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park. In the present, the rosewood tree planted is large,
spreading its branches to give shade which tourists can visit to take pictures.

'Picture 13 Planted trees

Summary

Study on Kamphaeng Phet World Heritage City Historical Park consists of 1)
History of Kamphaeng Phet World Heritage City 2) Unique materials and ancient
buildings 3) World Heritage City archaeological sites in Kamphaeng Phet Historical
Park area. It was founded that Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park is linked to Sukhothai
since it was an important outpost for warfare in the past and has flourished since the
Dvaravati period. Resulting in many Buddhist art forms that resemble Sukhothai,
Kamphaeng Phet. And is also the location of many ancient cities such as Chakung Rao,
Nakorn Chum, Tri Trung, Thep Nakorn, and Kanthi. Since the past times, with
Kamphaeng Phet there are many large laterite ponds, so many important architectural
constructions have been used. Which can be seen clearly is Archaeological site within
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the historic park boundary. Resulting in the laterite to be unique and the value of
Kamphaeng Phet. At the same time, the Kamphaeng Phet Historical Park has
archaeological sites that have been divided into areas within the city walls and outside
the city walls. In which there are a total of 20 historic sites within the city wall.
Important archaeological sites are 1) Phra Kaew Temple 2) Phra That Temple 3) Shiva
Shrine. The archaeological site, outside the city wall, is commonly known as "Aranyik
District”, located outside the city wall in the north, with an area of approximately 1,611
rai, located on a small gravel hill. Founded 3 7 archaeological sites. Important
archaeological sites are 1) Wat Pa Mued 2) Phra Non Temple 3) Phra Si Iriyabod
Temple 4) Chang Rop Temple 5) A-Was Yai Temple 6) Singh Temple and 7) Khong
Chai Temple etc.
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